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The 8
th

 Annual ISME Conference ‘Tradition, Modernity, and Beyond’,  

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece 

(9-12 July 2014) 

 

By Eleni Leontsini 

 

The 8
th

 Annual Conference of the International Society for MacIntyrean 

Enquiry, co-organized by the Department of Philosophy of the University of Ioannina 

and the Department of Philosophy of the National and Kapodistrian University of 

Athens, was convened on July 9-12, 2014 at the Main Building of the National & 

Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece. The theme of the conference was 

‘Tradition, Modernity, and Beyond’. It should be said that one finds oneself always at 

an embarrassing position having to present an overview of a conference that the 

members of ISME trusted her with its organization, ending up presenting only its 

highlights and failing to see its shortfalls. Nevertheless, I would like to cease this 

opportunity to express my gratitude for the honour made to me to organize this event 

which was, from my point of view at least, an event that enriched me considerably. 

The conference programme included 56 presentations by 59 delegates from 

five different continents and sixteen countries (Australia, Canada, Croatia, France, 

Germany, Greece, Italy, Iran, Lithuania, Mexico, Serbia, Slovenia, Taiwan, Turkey, 

UK, and USA). There were three plenary sessions, as well as an extra special 

postgraduate session organized for postgraduate students working on the philosophy 

of Alasdair MacIntyre where they had the opportunity to discuss their work in 

progress with members of ISME. There were no parallel sessions, so as to be given an 

equal opportunity to all delegates to have their work attended by all. It should also be 

pointed out that there was a fair representation of both sexes, since 20 out of the 59 

delegates were female, one of them a plenary speaker, Professor Stavroula Tsinorema 

from the University of Crete; there were also many female academics and students 

attending the conference. Indeed, there were well over 100 participants attending the 

conference overall, since the conference was well received by the Greek academic 

community and many Greek colleagues – as well as undergraduate and postgraduate 

philosophy students – attended sessions regularly and also joined in, after the long 

conference sessions were over each day, at the restaurants, cafes and bars of 

downtown Athens, mainly in the Exarcheia district, where philosophical discussion 

continued into the very early hours of the Greek summer night.  

In addition, a pre-conference activity was organized on the 8
th

 of July which 

involved a guided visit to the newly open to the public Aristotle’s Lyceum 

archaeological park and to the nearby Museum of Byzantine Art, both courtesy of the 

Greek Directorate of Antiques and Cultural Heritage. Special thanks are owned to the 

individual archaeologists that guided us through the ancient and byzantine monuments 

and the individual museum exhibits.  

The general theme of the conference was ‘Tradition, Modernity, and Beyond’, 

but papers were welcome in any substantive area of moral, political, social, or legal 

philosophy (democracy, justice, liberty, equality, rights, liberalism, Marxism, 

communitarianism, civic republicanism, virtue ethics, ethics of care, bioethics, virtue 

epistemology, critical theory, hermeneutics, etc) and from any philosophical 

methodological approach. Overall, the papers were divided into ten sessions: two on 

“Ethics and Morality”, one on “Ethics and Metaethics”, two on “Modernity and Post-

Modernity”, two on “Tradition and Virtue”, one on “Political Philosophy”, another on 
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“Virtue, Tradition and Politics”, and a last one on “Tradition, Modernity and Post-

Modernity”.  

The majority of the papers presented focused on the philosophy of Alasdair 

MacIntyre, as well as on the practical implementation of his philosophical ideas on 

traditions, practices and small communities. Also, the majority of the papers stayed 

within the conference theme of ‘Tradition, Modernity and Beyond’, discussing 

MacIntyre’s notions of ‘tradition’ and ‘modernity’, while others touched upon other 

aspects of MacIntyre’s work, as well as with his engagement with other modern and 

contemporary philosophers, such as David Hume, Immanuel Kant, Friedrich 

Nietzsche, Martin Heidegger, Max Horkheimer, John Rawls, Charles Taylor, Stanley 

Cavell, Martha Nussbaum, and with sociologist Andrew Sayer. There were also quite 

a few papers that expanded into the examination of ‘post-modernity’, discussing 

various contemporary philosophical trends. There were also independent papers on 

applied ethics and political philosophy, as well as on individual philosophers such as 

J. S. Mill, Hannah Arendt, F.A. von Hayek and Thomas Kuhn.  

Many papers discussed various moral and political aspects of both Aristotelian 

and Neo-Aristotelian philosophy, presenting new interpretations of the Aristotelian 

texts, but also developing innovative Neo-Aristotelian approaches to philosophical 

questions. In addition, there were quite a few papers, eight in total at least, that 

examined various aspects of Thomas Aquinas’s thought and Thomist philosophy in 

general, but also Augustinian as well. Questions of MacIntyre’s relationship and 

indebtedness to both Aristotle and Aquinas were also raised either directly or 

indirectly in the papers presented. MacIntyre’s Marxist roots were also discussed, as 

well as the relevance and the importance of this aspect of his thought to contemporary 

political thought and practice, especially vis-à-vis the political and economic 

European and global crisis.  

Individual virtues, such as courage, constancy, obedience and friendship, were 

also discussed, stressing the importance of the implementation of virtues to 

contemporary fragmented neoliberal society and institutions. In MacIntyre’s project 

of After Virtue, Aristotle's account of the virtues plays a very important role in the 

formulation of his critique of modernity. In fact, as he characteristically says, 

Aristotle is “the protagonist against whom I have matched the voices of liberal 

modernity” (AV, 1985: 146). Indeed, in After Virtue MacIntyre reconstructs a Neo-

Aristotelian theory of the virtues, in the third part of the book, which he calls ‘the 

Aristotelian tradition’ and, by pleading passionately for the revival of this tradition, he 

considers it to be an antidote to the disease of modernism. Modern philosophical 

discourse of moral concepts and ethical problems suffers gravely and, according to 

MacIntyre, the etiology of these flaws of modernity can be traced back to the 

beginning of modern times, when the systematic repudiation of ‘the Aristotelian 

tradition’ began.  

From my point of view at least, the most important outcome of the 8
th

 Annual 

ISME Conference was that it helped reveal the variety, the richness and the radical 

aspect of MacIntyrean enquiry in general, as well as the radicalism of Aristotelian, 

Neo-Aristotelian and Thomistic philosophy in particular, and of course their 

continuing relevance to contemporary moral and political philosophy, political 

science and practice.  In addition, what I thought important, from the point of view of 

the Universities that hosted the conference, was that Greek academia – who is quite 

familiar with MacIntyre’s work and has read it widely, although it has not yet been 

translated into Greek – had the chance for the first time to participate in and to attend 
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a specialized conference dedicated to the discussion of these various aspects of his 

work. This will hopefully mark, on my view, a revival and a re-appreciation of 

MacIntyrean enquiry in the birthplace of philosophy and democracy. 

As discussed at the ISME Business Meeting and at the concluding remarks of 

the conference, it has been decided that, due to the large number of papers presented 

at the conference, there will be three options available for the publication of the 

conference proceedings: (i) An independent volume of collected essays that will come 

out from the conference theme ‘Tradition, Modernity & Beyond’ (publisher pending), 

(ii) A special issue on papers related to MacIntyre’s philosophy that the journal 

Disputatio Philosophica has kindly offered to host (many thanks to Anita Calvert for 

this), and (iii) A special section or a special issue of the journal Dôdôni, the Annuaire 

Scientifique of the Department of Philosophy of the University of Ioannina, for the 

papers not related directly or indirectly to the philosophy of Alasdair MacIntyre 

(many thanks to Golfo Maggini and Panagiotis Noutsos for this).  

Last but not least, in addition to the quality of the papers presented, and their 

variety, I feel that the fellowship of ISME members should most particularly be 

stressed; this fellowship also expanded to almost all of the other conference 

participants who were not ISME members. Feelings of friendship and solidarity 

prevailed, and in that respect, at least, the aim of ISME conferences focusing on 

building an Aristotelian community was most adequately fulfilled, in true Aristotelian 

spirit of both personal and civic friendship in the city of Athens where Aristotle spent 

most of his life.  

 

 

Eleni Leontsini (University of Ioannina) 

Conference Secretary, ISME 8
th

 Annual Conference, 2014 


